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Amoxg  the  many  secret  anti  silent  doings 
of  our  Municipal  authorities,  tile  latest 
has  been  the  construction  of  a Board  of 
Health ; a thing  which  has  stolen  into 
existence  according  to  the  most  approved 
laws  of  the  “hole  and  corner ’’  system. 
Fifty  or  sixty  individuals  (out  of  a popu- 
lation of  200,000)  were  privately  called 
together,  sundry  wise  things  were  medi- 
tated, and  upon  the  spot  they  constituted 
themselves  the  Crlssgow  Board  of  Health, 
and  have  since  graciously  intimated  to  the 
public  that  they  will  call  upon  them  for 
subscriptions  and  donations,  to  be  doled 
out  as  may  seem  proper  to  their  wisdoms. 
At  first  some  of  the  most  efficient  members 
of  this  Board,  declared  that  Medical  men 
were  by  no  means  necessary  to  the  consti- 
tution of  a Board  rff  Health  ; but  we  are 
glad  to  see  that  they  have  been  converted 
from  so  very  heterodox  an  opinion,  and 
that  they  have  now  taken  the  whole  Fa- 
culty of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  into 
fellowship  with  them,  a conjunction  which 
we  have  no  doubt,  will  be  most  effectual 
against  cholera.  To  shew  that  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Faculty  have  been  adapted 
into  the  Board  according  to  the  corporate 
rule  of  fitness,  and  to  prove  how  efficient 
they  must  be  both  in  advising  and  assist- 
ing, should  this  disease  invade  us,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  glance  at  the  proportion 
they  bear  to  the  general  population.  In 
the  whole  of  that  portion  of  the  city  south 
of  the  Clyde,  with  a population  of  30,000 
there  is  one  Member  of  Faculty.  In  all 
that  portion  east  of  Kent  Street,  compris- 


ing Calton,  Bridgeton,  Ac.  with  a popu- 
lation of  above  30,000,  there  is  not  one. 
In  the  whole  borough  of  Anderston  only 
one,  Ac.  &c.  Such  is  the  distribution  of 
the  individuals  on  whom  the  people  are 
to  rely  for  aid,  according  to  the  Board  of 
Health,  should  this  disease  come  among 
them.  We  feel  as  anxious  as  this  Board 
of  Health  can  be,  for  the  welfare  of  the 
poor ; nay,  we  feel  more  anxious  for,  did 
the  authorities  possess  a proper  feeling  for 
their  necessities,  they  would  have  taken 
such  measures  as  would  have  secured  them 
the  greatest  amount  of  relief.  This  they 
have  not  done ; for  by  their  secret  and  ob- 
noxious method  of  forming  this  Board, 
they  will  effectually  prevent  ail  the  indepen- 
dent portion  of  the  inhabitants  from  con- 
tributing to  their  fund,  while,  by  the  very 
improper  selection  of  one  body  of  Medical 
men,  they  may  deprive  themselves  of  the 
co-operation  of  that  portion  of  the  profes- 
sion which  can  alone  be  useful,  not  only 
in  those  districts  where  we  have  shewn  that 
members  of  the  body  afittded  to  do  not  re- 
side, but  generally  over  the  city.  The 
Magistrates  ought  to  have  left  it  to  the 
public  generally,  to  have  cliosen  the  civil 
committee,  and  to  the  Medical  profession 
as  a whole,  to  have  elected  that  portion  of 
their  members  which  was  to  co-operate 
with  this  ; had  they  done  so,  they  would 
have  secured  more  general  interest  in  their 
measures,  and  benefited  the  poor  to  a 
greater  extent,  than  we  fear  they  will  do. 
— Glasgow  Medical  Examiner,  No.  X. 
for  January , 1 832. 
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Since  we  last  addressed  our  readers, 
the  disease  which  has  lately  been  the  ob- 
ject of  so  much  anxiety,  has  advanced  in 
a direction  which  diminishes  very  consi- 
derably the  hopes  we  might  entertain  of 
escaping  its  visitation  ; and  its  contagious 
nature  has  been  placed  beyond  the  cavil- 
lings of  the  few,  whose  fashionable  scepti- 
cism made  them  blind  to  facts  which  car- 
ried contradiction  to  their  opinions  stamp- 
ed upon  their  very  front.  The  knowledge, 
however,  that  this  disease  is  disseminated 
by  contagion,  instead  of  conveying  a feel- 
ing of  terror  or  of  despair,  is  fraught  with 
the  utmost  encouragement,  seeingthat  dis- 
eases of  a contagious  nature  are,  we  are  a- 
ware,  to  a certain  degree,  amenable  to  pre- 
ventive measures,  while  maladies  of  an  epi- 
demic nature — of  which  nature  some  con- 
ceive cholera  to  be — are  refractory  to  any 
such  steps.  By  proper  measures  of  pre- 
caution— by  cutting  off  all  connected  with 
the  seat  of  disease — we  may  avoid  or  arrest 
the  progress  of  a contagious  malady ; an 
epidemic  disease,  on  the  other  hand,  from 
the  very  nature  of  its  causes,  (so  far  as 
we  can  speculate  upon  them),  can  be  sub- 
jected to  no  such  controul.  With  a con- 
viction, then,  that  cholera  is  of  that  class 
of  diseases,  to  the  progress  of  which  hu- 
man art  is  able,  to  a certain  degree,  to  op- 
pose an  obstacle — with  the  farther  know- 
ledge that  recent  experience  has  unfolded 
to  us  the  nature  of  the  preventives  and 
sanitary  measures  with  which  we  may 
most  efficiently  meet  the  invasion  of  this 
disease  should  it  reach  us — with  such  facts 
before  us,  is  it  not  sufficient  to  excite  sur- 
prise— nay,  in  the  minds  of  some,  alarm — 
that  in  this  thickly-peopled  city,  not  a sin- 
gle step  has  been  taken  preparatory  to  the 
probable  appearance  of  this  disease  among 
us  ? Iti  a city  which  contains  among  its 
population,  so  vast  a proportion  of  the 
classes  of  society  predisposed  to  disease 
— we  mean  the  indigent,  the  starving:  and 
the  houseless  wretches  who  lead  a life  of 
alternate  dissipation  and  want;  as  well  as 
the  numbers  whose  labour  bandy  affords 
them  the  means  of  existence — in  a city  in 
which,  from  these  circumstances,  any  dis- 
ease of  the  kind  we  dread,  would  be  apt 
to  produce  the  most  appalling  mortality 
— in  a city  in  direct  communication  with 
quarters  in  which  an  avowedly  contagious 
disease  exists — in  a city  where  so  much  is 
required  to  be  done — nothing — absolute- 
ly nothing  has  been  done,  either  to  dimi- 
nish the  liability  of  the  inhabitants  to  dis- 
ease, or  to  meet  disease,  should  it  invade 


them.  We  do  not  require  to  be  told  that 
a so-called  Board  of  Health  exists  among 
us — we  do  not  require  to  have  shewn 
us  the  amount  of  the  donations  which 
have  been  generously  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  this  Board.  But  we  ask,  What  has  it 
done  ? Where  are  the  hospitals  for  the 
reception  of  patients  attacked  by  this  dis- 
ease ? Our  Infirmary  is  crowded  beyond 
the  means  of  its  accommodation,  and  the 
subsidiary  hospital  in  the  east  end  of  the 
city,  has,  by  a strange  overlook,  been 
placed  in  property  for  side,  and  now  sold, 
and  consequently  must  be  vacated  soon,  and 
the  expense  laid  out  upon  it  thus  rendered 
a dead  letter.  Where,  we  would  further 
inquire,  are  the  stations  or  depots  at  which 
the  necessaries  so  immediately  required 
for  patients  in  this  disease  may  be  obtain- 
ed '(  And  where,  we  would  finally  ask,  is 
the  Medical  Staff  which  might  be  called 
into  requisition  if  this  disease  should  ap- 
pear among  us  ? Echo  must  answer — - 
Where  ? Proclamations  we  see  issued  in 
abundance  by  the  Board,  and  at  an  expence 
of  course,  which  would  place  many  a starv- 
ing pauper  above  the  pangs  of  want.  The 
donations  promised  to  be  given  are  daily 
blazoned  in  the  newspapers  at  a further 
expence,  which  is  as  uncalled  for  as  the 
incurring  it  is  dishonest  to  those  for  whose 
benefit  they  have  been  proffered.  Houses 
are  washed  and  fumigated  in  which  fever 
has  been,  while  dens  of  filth  are  unregard- 
ed until  nosed  out  by  the  more  than  us- 
ually delicate  olfactories  of  some  passing 
watchman, or  revealed  by  the  squeaking  of 
u domiciled  litter  of  pigs.  While  money  is 
collecting  to  alarge  amount  whole  families 
arc  lying  in  fever  without  even  necessa- 
ries, forming  perfect  foci  of  disease,  in 
some  instances  unknown  to  the  members 
of  this  Board,  in  other  cases  well  known 
to  them,  but  beyond  the  means  of  their  re- 
lief, as  they  have  not  the  means  of  remov- 
ing them  to  a more  suitable  situation.  So 
that,  notwithstanding  thecollecting  of  mo- 
ney, the  proclamations,  and  other  notes  of 
preparation  by  which  the  Board  would 
make  itself  known,  no  real  benefit  has  ac- 
crued from  its  existence,  and  a common 
question  among  those  whose  profession 
brings  them  in  contact  with  the  beings 
who  require  the  aid  of  this  Board,  is, 
What  is  its  object,  or  what  is  it  intend- 
ing to  effect  ? for  really  we  have  yet  to 
learn  what  may  be  the  use  for  which  it 
has  been  called  into  existence.  In  ull  our 
remarks,  we  beg  to  express  ourselves  per- 
fectly unbiassed  by  any  prejudice  against 
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this  Board  arising  from  the  hidden  man- 
ner in  which  it  sneaked  into  life,  though 
we  conceive  that  a body, whose  efforts  can 
only  be  successful  when  seconded  by  the 
piiblic,.  acted  unwisely  in  offending  the 
sense  of  propriety  of  that  public  in  the 
very  act  of  its  formation.  The  members 
of  that  Board  ought  to  have  known  (and 
if  they  do  not,  they  are  a world  behind 
the  intelligence  of  the  time)' — they  ought 
to  have  known  that  the  age  of  self-electi- 
on, and  the  opportunity  of  smuggling  and 
jobbing,  has  gone  past ; and  that,  though 
they,  in  the  plenitude  of  their  self-esteem, 
might  imagine  themselves  of  all  persons 
the  most  (it  for  the  conservation  of  the 
health  of  this  city,  yet  that  the  public 
might — as  indeed  it  has  done — think  very 
differently.  But  we  are  content  to  waive 
all  objections  on  this  score,  and  to  admit 
that,  had  this  Board  shewn  symptoms  of 
efficiency,  we  would  not  have  cavilled 
very  seriously  at  the  method  of  its  con- 
coction. But  it  has  shewn  no  such  symp- 
toms. With  all  the  means  tlint  have  been 
placed  at  its  disposal,  it  has  not  put  in  ex- 
ecution a single  measure  calculated  to  a- 
meliorate  the  condition  of  the  poor,  or  to 
arrest  the  danger  of  either  threatening  or 
existing  disease.  Hundred*  of  individuals 
are  at  this  moment  lying  under  fever,  a- 
midst  crowded  families,  suffering  all  the 
privations  which  poverty  entails — all  the 
destitution  of  those  comforts  and  atten- 
tions which  are  so  necessary  in  disease — 
while  the  eye  is  greeted  in  each  succeed- 
ing newspaper,  with  a sum  total  of  sub- 
scriptions, which,  if  properly  employed, 
might  bestow  extended  and  incalculable 
relief.  Why  is  not  that  money  instantly 
applied  to  the  furnishing  accommodation 
for  the  diseased  poor  ? Whut,  in  the 
name  of  wonder,  is  its  object,  if  it  is  not 
to  bir  applied  to  some  such  beneficent  pur- 
pose V Never  was  the  call  for  benevolent 
exertion  so  urgent  hs  at  present,  nor  the 
aid  of  the  rich  so  imperiously  requisite  to 
the  poor.  We  need  not  the  invasion  of 
a new  disease  to  frighten  us  into  charity 
—the  almost  starving  condition  of  a vast 
proportion  of  the  lower  orders,  and  the 
alarming  prevalence  of  disease  among 
them,  form  a sufficiently  powerful  appeal 
to  the  feelings,  and  an  appeal  which  has, 
and  will  be,  generously  responded  to.— 
But  this  self-constituted  Board  of  Health 
has  stood  as  a barrier  betwixt  the  chari- 
table intentions  of  the  citizens  of  Glas- 
gow and  their  objects.  While  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  fund  for  ostensibly  bene- 


volent purposes,  have  done  what  they 
conceive  their  duty,  in  putting  a sum  of 
money  at  the  disposal  of  the  self-elected 
dispensers  of  their  bounty ; these  last, 
through  either  ignorance  of  their  duties, 
or  inability  to  perform  them,  prevent  this 
benevolence  from  effecting  its  aim ; and 
many  a well-meant  act  of  charity  is  sup- 
pressed by  the  indolence  of  those  who 
have  volunteered  to  direct  its  bestowal. 
The  explanation  of  ull  this  is  to  he  found 
in  the  circumstance,  that  the  members  of 
this  Board  are  perfectly  unfitted  for  the 
duties  attaching  to  such  a body.  They 
are  perfectly  ignorant  of  the  condition  and 
the  exigencies  of  that  portion  of  the  po- 
pulation by  whom  their  administration  is 
required.  They  have  a vague  idea  that 
poverty  is  not  wealth — that  filth  is  an  in- 
fallible result  of  poverty — and  that  a co- 
pious bedaubing  with  quicklime, aplentiful 
ablution,  and  a thorough  fumigation,  arc 
perfect  rorhedies  for  these  evils — are  indeed 
ull  the  tender  mercies  required  at  their 
hands.  Did  they  know  the  perfection  of 
wretchedness  which  some  of  the  hovels  in 
the  meaner  portions  of  the  city  exhibit, 
they  would  conceive  a higher  aim  for  their 
endeavours  ; and  did  they  reflect  that  the 
exertions — we  allow  well-meant  exertions 
—of  their  menials  to  force  cleanliness  up- 
on some,  are  but  an  aggravation  of  their 
misery,  they  would  consider  it  necessary 
to  accompany  these  white-washings  and 
ablutions  with  acts  of  kindness  of  a more 
tangible  description.  What  comfort  does 
it  confer  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  hovels 
we  allude  to,  that  their  walls  are  left  damp 
and  wet  during  the  inclemency  of  winter, 
while  they  are  sent  shivering  to  the  streets 
until  their  dwellings  have  undergone  the 
gratuitous  purification  'i — None.  These 
deeds  merely  tend  to  excite  a prejudice  a- 
gainst  the  measures  of  the  authorities, 
when  it  would  have  been  more  prudent 
to  have  engaged  the  co-operation  of  the 
poor  in  their  execution.  It  may  aptly 
be  enquired,  why  the  Medical  Committee 
do  not  advise  more  efficient  measures  than 
have  been  hitherto  pursued  ? The  an- 
swer to  this  is  very  simple.  The  mem- 
bers of  this  committee  have  been  elected 
with  the  same  regard  to  fitness  which 
characterises  the  general  constitution  of 
this  most  sapient  Board  of  Health,  We 
find  in  it  the  name  of  Dr  Burns,  who  has 
so  many  calls  upon  his  time,  that  he  can- 
not attend  to  his  duty  as  lecturer,  but  is 
obliged,  unwillingly  we  are  sure,  to  send 
his  son  to  officiate  in  his  stead — we  find 
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that  of  Dr  Millar,  who  has  lately  com- 
plained loudly  of  the  already  grievous  na- 
ture of  his  ill-requited  services — and  we 
likewise  discover  that  of  Dr  Badham, 
whose  ideas  of  contagion,  we  have  been 
informed,  amount  to  a perfect  hyperpho- 
bia, and  whose  engagements  are  of  so  ex- 
traordinary a nature,  that  he  cannot  pos- 
sibly attend  to  the  business  of  his  class. 
These,  and  some  others  of  minor  note,  the 
Dammores  of  the  profession,  compose  this 
committee.  Now,  it  mustsurely  be  confess- 
ed that  it  is  cruel  to  thrust  the  care  of  the 
health  of  the  city  upon  individuals, some  of 
whom  have  already  so  many  claimg  on  our 
sympathy,  from  the  superhuman  burthen 
of  their  daily  labours.  The  thing  is  quite 
unreasonable,  and  we  hope  speedily  to 
see  them  released  from  so  uncalled-for  an 
addition  to  their  cares. 

We  have  now  stated  what  the  Board 
has  not  done — we  shall  next  endeavour 
to  shew  what  it  ought  to  have  done. — 
We  may  remark,  that  in  doing  so,  it  is 
not  with  the  most  distant  hope  that  our 
opinions  will  have  any  weight  with  those 
to  whom  they  are  directed ; but,  as  with 
bodies  of  this  description,  the  readiness 
with  which  an  advice  is  adopted  is  in  an 
inverse  ratio  to  its  value,  we  will  feel  not 
the  slightest  chagrin  at  our’s  being  re- 
jected. 

In  the  first  place,  this  Board*  ought 
to  have  instituted  a rigid  survey  of  the 
city,  and  in  this  manner  estimated  the 
quantity  of  disease  existing — the  peculiar 
classes  among  which  it  prevailed — and 
the  particular  circumstances  which  seem- 
ed to  favour  its  dissemination.  To  report 
upon  these  circumstances,  would,  it  is 
evident,  require  a more  strict  inspection 
than  that  peeping  into  closes,  and  smell- 
ing-out of  offensive  dunghills,  which  has 
been  instituted  in  different  parts  of  the 
city,  and  dignified  with  the  name  of  a 
survey  of  the  district  in  which  this  peep- 
ing and  nosing  has  been  performed  ; and  if 
the  dispensers  of  health  themselves  found 
this  duty  too  much  for  their  delicacy,  per- 
sons fit  for  it  should  be  appointed  for  its 
execution. 

In  the  second  place,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  different  wards  or  districts,  ought  to 
have  been  directed  to  choose  from  their 
number  a committee  for  the  supervision 
of  the  respective  wards,  and  to  co-ope- 
rate with  the  general  Board. 


• That  is,  allowing  its  present  constitution 
to  pass  without  objection. 


In  the  third  place,  the  whole  member* 
of  the  Medical  profession  ought  to  have 
been  called  together,  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  a committee  of  their  body,  to 
co-operate  with  the  central  Board  ; and 
sub-committees  to  be  attached  to  the  va- 
rious districts  or  local  boards — the  ap- 
pointment of  these  sub-committees,  for 
the  sake  of  convenience,  to  be  regulated 
by  the  place  of  residence  of  the  Medi- 
cal men. 

In  the  fourth  place,  the  information 
required  under  the  first  head  being  ob- 
tained, immediate  steps  ought  to  have 
been  taken  to  secure  temporary  hospitals, 
to  which  the  diseased  might  be  removed. 
For  this  purpose  the  Board  ought  to  have 
procured,  if  possible,  such  vacant  grana- 
ries, lofts,  cotton  mills,  steam-loom  fac- 
tories, or  churches,  as  stood  disjunct  from 
other  properties  ; and  if  buildings  of  this 
kind  could  not  be  secured,  either  from 
the  prejudices  which  the  Board  complains 
of  having  to  encounter,  or  from  other 
enuses,  then  no  time  ought  to  have  been 
lost  in  forwarding  the  erection  of  tem- 
porary hospitals,  on  vacant  pieces  of 
ground — as  the  Green,  for  instance,  or 
such  other  place.  These  could  be  built  of 
wood,  of  one  story  or  two  in  height; 
and  they  might  be  both  ventilated  and 
heated  by  covered  flues  at  little  expence: 
lucked  the  expence  which  has  been  so 
foolishly  thrown  away  by  certain  boobies 
upon  the  Mile-end  hospital  might  have 
nearly  furnished  such  an  erection.  Besides 
this,  stations  should  have  been  appointed 
where  immediate  medical  attendance,  ei- 
ther m oases  of  fever  or  cholera  (for  our 
observations  apply  equally  to  both  dis- 
eases), might  be  obtained,  along  with 
such  necessaries  as  might  be  required ; 
and  at  these,  and  other  places,  persons, 
either  male  or  female,  might  have  their 
names  enrolled,  to  act  as  nurses,  either 
at  the  hospitals  or  residences  of  the  pa- 
tients, the  nature  of  their  remuneration 
being  previously  fixed  upon. 

These  plans  having  been  organised,  it 
ought  to  have  been  made  imperative  upon 
the  Medical  men  to  have  reported  daily, 
or  less  frequently,  to  the  central  or  local 
Boards,  upon  the  diseases  which  had 
come  under  their  eye;  accompanying 
these  reports  with  such  suggestions  as 
seemed  worthy  of  their  attention. 

Such  a plan  as  we  have  sketched 
out  appears  to  us  both  simple  and  effec- 
tive, and  we  are  certain  that  the  benefit 
which  it  promised,  would  have  rendered 
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it  more  popular  than  any  of  the  steps  hi- 
therto pursued  by  the  existing  Board  of 
Health,  and  would  thus  have  placed  still 
more  abundant  means  at  its  disposal. 

We  have  been  seduced  into  what  may 
seem  prolixity  to  some  of  our  readers,  but 
we  have  conceived  the  subject  one  of  pa- 
ramount importance,  and  it  would  ill  be- 
seem Journalists,  with  the  principles  we 
are  proud  to  profess,  to  stand  silently  by, 
while  a party  of  self-sufficient  noodles 
tamper  in  so  amateur-like  a manner,  with 
the  health,  and,  aa  a consequence,  with 
the  prosperity  of  a city,  which  in  fact, 
derives  its  importance  from  the  very  cir- 
cumstance which  renders  their  fooleries 
so  dangerous,  viz.  the  great  extent  of  its 
population. — Glasgow-  Medical  Exami- 
ner, Aro.  XI*  for  February , 1832. 

Since  our  former  remarks  on  the  Board 
of  Health  w’ent  to  press,  the  plans  of  this 
body  have  begun  to  develope  themselves ; 
but,  instead  of  tending  to  invalidate  the 
opinions  we  have  expressed,  they  afford 
convincing  proofs  of  their  correctness,  and 
have  already  gone  far  to  impress  upon  the 
public,  the  conviction  we  have  more  than 
once  avowed,  that  this  Board  is  totally 
unaware  of  the  responsibility  it  has  in- 
curred,and  perfectly  incapable  of  discharg- 
ing the  duties  so  imperiously  demanded 
of  such  a body.  Now  that  Cholera  is 
within  a few  miles  distance  from  the  city, 
and  may,  in  the  common  course  of  things, 
be  daily  expected  to  break  out  within  its 
compass,  how  anxious  the  reflection,  that 
this  Board  of  Health  has  frittered  away 
time  which  was  so  precious,  and  that  the 
city  is  in  every  respect  as  unprepared  for 
the  approach  of  this  disease,  as  it  was  at 
the  first  moment  of  the  Board’s  existence. 
A single  glance  at  the  steps  pursued  by 
this  Board,  will  shew  with  how  little 
energy  it  has  prepared  to  meet  the  inva- 
sion of  disease.  Shortly  after  the  Board 
was  constituted,  the  district  Surgeons 
were  called  before  the  Lord  Provost  as  its 
representative — to  give  their  advice  it  will 
be  supposed — No:  but  to  be  informed  of 
what  was  to  be  done,  and  to  receive  a 
lecture  on  the  rules  of  hygiene.  In  the 
next  place,  these  officials  were  requested 
by  circulars  to  obtain,  if  possible,  a few 
friends  to  assist  them  in  the  event  of 
Cholera  appearing  here,  and  to  report 
their  success.  The  great  body  of  the  pro- 
fession, however,  for  reasons  which  the 
proceedings  of  the  Board  readily  explain- 
ed, did  not  think  fit  to  accept  of  the  dis- 


tinguished honour  of  being  assistant  dis- 
trict Surgeons.  The  elders  of  the  differ- 
ent wards  were  then  requested  by  circu- 
lars to  beg  the  co-operation  of  some  of 
their  neighbours  to  act  as  reporters  to  the 
Board  in  the  event  of  the  disease  appear- 
ing here,  but  in  this  we  have  not  heard 
that  the  elders  have  been  eminently  suc- 
cessful. Such  are  a few  of  the  silly  un- 
decided measures  of  this  Board.  Instead 
of  promptly  organising,  auxiliaries  so  ne- 
cessary as  a Medical  Staff,  aud  a series  of 
local  Boards,  both  these  essentials  are  left 
to  chance,  and  made  to  depend  upon  as 
petty  casualties  as  a dinner  invitation. — 
Sir  So-and-so-  is  requested  to  obtain  the 
assistance  of  a few  friends,  und  Mr  Such- 
a-one  will  be  so  kind  as  procure  a few 
neighbours  to  act  as  a local  Board  ; aud 
thus,  with  an  infatuation  which  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  account  for,  the  serious  business  of 
this  Board  is  trifled  with  in  the  most  wan- 
ton maimer.  But  of  all  the  silly  acts  of 
the  Board  of  Health,  we  know  not  one 
more  worthy  of  reprobation  than  the  se- 
lection which  has  been  made  of  a site  for 
a Cholera  Hospital — a selection  which 
has  been  made  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
feelings  and  interests  of  an  entire  district 
of  the  city,  and  one  which  is  neither 
countenanced  by  fitness  nor  propriety.. — 
Common-sense  has  generally  dictated  that 
hospitals  should,  of  all  buildings,  be  se- 
cluded, arid  more  especially  when  destin- 
ed for  the  reception  of  patients  labouring 
under  highly  contagious  diseases  ; but  our 
Board  of  Health  could  discover  no  situa- 
tion so  proper  for  the  site  of  a Cholera 
Hospital,  as  the  centre,  as  it  may  ulmost 
be  called,  of  the  market-place  of  a popu- 
lous city.  Now,  placing  what  the  Board 
is  pleased  to  call  the  prejudices  of  the 
public  out  of  the  question  (though,  when 
these  tend  evidently  to  affect  the  interests 
of  a portion  of  the  community,  we  think 
they  ought  to  have  some  weight);  laying 
these  aside,  however,  we  cannot  conceive 
a more  improper  situation  for  such  an 
hospital,  both  in  a Medical  point  of  view, 
and  as  a matter  of  expediency,  than  that 
which  has  been  chosen.  We  care  not 
that  a certificate  has  been  granted  by  Drs 
Bums,  Bulmanno,  and  others,  stating  as 
their  opinion,  that  there  is  no  risk  of  con- 
tagion to  those  in  the  vicinity  of  the  hos- 
pital : this,  on  their  part,  is  a mere  mat- 
ter of  opinion — and  on  what  grounds  is 
it  advanced  ? — not  on  that  of  experience, 
as,  with  the  exception  of  one  individual, 
the  members  of  this  committee  know  no- 
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thing  about  Cholera,  never  having  seen 
the  disease.  It  may  he  said,  that  the 
opinion  is  founded  on  the  history  of  the 
disease  in  other  places ; but,  besides  that 
it  will  be  difficult  to  find  an  instance  of  an 
hospital  placed  in  so  improper  a situation, 
which  would  be  necessary  to  make  past 
experience  relevant  here,  we  deny  that 
there  is  any  evidence  bearing  directly  u li- 
on the  point;  we  suppose  that  the  prin- 
cipal foundation  of  the  opinion  rests  upon 
the  sapient  declaration  which  has  already 
been  sported  by  some  of  the  authorities, 
that,  as  the  typhus  fever  patients  m the 
back  wing  of  the  Infirmary  had  never 
communicated  disease  to  the  front  ot  that 
building,  therefore,  cholera  W not  infec- 
tious to  those  who  reside  or  do  business 
in  the  vicinity  of  an  hospital  devoted  to 
the  reception  of  this  disease,-— a method 
of  reasoning  unparalleled  m the  wmclu* 

siveness  of  its  logic.  1 fowcver,  without 

further  pieface,  the  danger  or  safety  of 
such  an  hospital  to  a neighbourhood,  s 
but  a matter  of  opinion,  and  as  such  wit 
pass  only  for  what  it  is  worth  ; but  that 
eight  men,  with  their  eyes  open,  should 
append  the  following  opinion  to  a certifi- 
cate will  appear  strange  to  any  one  who 
knows  the  situation  of  the  building  r«fer‘ 
red  to.  “ We  are  satisfied  tlmt  thebuildtng 
is  well  fitted  for  the  intended  purpose, 
&c  ” Now,  this  well-adapted  hospital, 
our  readers  must  understand, 
as  follows  Its  rear  is  within  hftcen  feet 
of  a dead  wall  as  high  «*  thc  buddmg  t- 
sdf ; along  its  front,  with  the  exception 
of  a portion  of  one  of  rtaanglcs,  and  with- 
in twenty  feet  of  it,  there  W ;•  buerf 
offices  connected  with  the  Tobee  estaV 


lishment ; its  west  gable,  penetrated  by 
one  window  in  each  flat,  overiiangs 
the  market-place,  the  only  open  space  to 
which  it  k exposed;  and  its  east  gable 
stands  near  the  whII  of  an  adjoining  build- 
ing. The  access  to  this  most  tuitable 
hospital,  is  either  through  the  market- 
place, or  through  a scries  of  the  narrow- 
est streets  in  the  city,  which  form  besides, 
the  approaches  to  the  police  and  poet  of- 
fices,— Such  is  the  situation  of  this  well- 
fitted  pest-house  ; immured  on  all  sides, 
'excepting  that  of  the  market-place— so 
that,  so  far  as  ventilation  is  concerned* 
the  patient*  might  be  very  nearly  a» 
well  off  at  the  bottom  of  a coal  pit : So 

much  for  thk  happily  devised  hospital  in 
u Medico)  point  of  view.  But  when  the 
nature  of  the  approaches  to  the  build- 
ing is  taken  into  consideration— when  we 
likewise  call  to  mind  a fact  which  experi- 
ence on  the  continent  has  rendered  un- 
doubted, that  a person  who  has  been  in 
contact  with  the  diseased,  may  communi- 
cate cholera  to  another,  though  unaffect- 
ed himself,  we  will  discover  sufficient  dan- 
ger from  1 icing  in  the  vicinity  of  tins  hos- 
pital, without  imagining  that  disease  e* 
nmnates  from  it  alone— contact  with  the 
attendants  of  the  hospital,  or  wilbfWWients 
in  the  narrow  streets  leading  to  it,  are 
sufficient  sources  of  danger.  In  addition 
to  all  this  the  injury  which  will  result 
from  the  establishment  to  the  trade  of  the 
market-place  and  it  s neigtibourhood.ougfi  t 
in  common-sense,  to  have  had  sufficient 
weight  with  the  authorities,  in  the  consi- 
deration of  their  WM*,  wH-iur  having 
recourse  to  any  thing  so  falldde  as  Modir 
cal  tesatnonyv—  lb*4- 
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